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*****************************************************************************  

BRING SOMEONE NEW TO OUR LIVE JAZZ EVENTS!! 

 

Chairperson’s Note: 

 

The 2020 year was the year of the 25th anniversary of the Poudre River Irregulars Jazz Band and the 

Northern Colorado Traditional Jazz Society.  The year was memorable because of the Coronavirus Covid 

pandemic that shut down our usual music venue at Avogadro’s Number in Fort Collins for a time and 

otherwise wreaked havoc on the USA in many ways.  We were fortunate to have the support of 

Avogadro’s Number that gave us access to their outdoor garden venue where we could have live jazz 

performances for part of the season. Our Jazz Society had planned an anniversary celebration during 

2020, but due to the pandemic we decided to delay that until later.  This edition of the SECOND LINE 

and the introduction of the 25th Anniversary CD in March 2021 marks the beginning of our recognition of 

our 25-year history, albeit a year late.  In this issue of SECOND LINE, you will find a story expressing 

very special thanks to two of our long-standing members who contributed greatly to the founding and 25-

year success of our jazz society.  You will also find a story about the team of members and friends of 

NoCOJazz who participated in the production of our 25th Anniversary CD.  We hope you will enjoy this 

Anniversary issue of SECOND LINE. 
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 A VERY SPECIAL THANKS 

 

As part of our 25th Anniversary celebration, we want to express special thanks to two of our 

long-time members who were very important to the beginning of our Jazz Society in 1995-96 

and who did a great deal over many years to help get the Society get started and make it 

successful for the past 26 years.   

   

The NoCO Jazz Society expresses appreciation to two influential women who loved Dixieland 

Jazz for decades before moving to Fort Collins.  They helped us move into the digital age and 

have passed on to a musical heaven.   

 

Ann Harbour was a key graphic artist who worked with the PRIJB to create the previous CDs 

and to develop the first website for PRIJB and for our Jazz Society.  She has been dearly missed 

for her technical and creative skills. Ann passed in June of 2019.  Her skill and enthusiasm for 

creating our first website and helping with our jazz CDs are carried on with Len Kellogg, Ted 

Turner and the team of people who helped create our latest and greatest 25th Anniversary CD. 

 

Jeanne Peterson began the Second Line newsletter that is still being sent out to all NoCOJazz 

Society members.  You may recall that she always sat at the same special table in the back of 

Avo’s performance room and was accompanied by her son for several years until the month 

before she passed away.   Jean passed in December 2018.  Her skill and Newsletter are carried 

on by Fred Smith our Secretary. 

 

We owe a special debt of gratitude to these pioneers of the Northern Colorado Traditional Jazz 

Society. 

 

PRODUCING OUR NEW JAZZ CD – what are the steps? Who does the work?  

  

Over the 25 years since our Jazz Band and our Jazz Society were founded (now 26 years due to 

the delays caused by the pandemic), we have produced several excellent CD’s so our members 

and our guests can purchase them and enjoy the top notch traditional jazz as played by the 

Poudre River Irregulars.  We still have copies of some of those available for sale, but our 

supplies are getting low, so it is time to announce our newest in our series of Jazz CD’s.  Its title 

is “Friends and Fat Swallers” and it has a great selection of songs that you may have heard 

during our live jazz performances at Avo’s and elsewhere.   

  

If you are anything like us, you will want to purchase this new CD and enjoy hours of great jazz 

in your home, your car or wherever you like to listen to jazz.  

  

The board of directors of our Jazz Society thought that you would be interested in an article 

about how a Jazz CD gets planned, recorded, produced, and distributed by the Northern Colorado 
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Traditional Jazz Society and the Poudre River Irregulars Jazz Band.  We have assembled that 

information here including descriptions of what all the steps are in the process and who is 

involved in doing the work.   

  

You will see that it is a rather immense undertaking though it might seem to not be so.  It 

involves a sizeable number of people who offer a significant array of knowledge and specific 

skills.  To make a CD there is a requirement for musical knowledge and insight to select the 

songs and arrangements to be recorded, artistic and writing ability to design the artwork and 

prepare the musical notes for the CD case, knowledge of copyright and licensing procedures and 

payments, knowledge and skill in the technical aspects of recording, mastering the recorded 

music and manufacturing the CD’s, AND, most importantly, playing the music with expertise, 

excellence and artistic jazz flair.   

  

In the following we have assembled a number of interview write-ups describing the 

contributions to making our newest CD become a reality.  You will see that a significant sized team 

has been involved and they did a great job. This new CD has had its challenges, so the Board set up a 

new team to undertake all the work required including the updating of the digital resources and handling 

the licensing fees, and the complications caused by the pandemic.  For example, recording sessions were 

snowed out in February 2020 and the pandemic precluded the idea of getting together for additional 

recording sessions. 

 

YET!! --- with a creative and talented team of people, we present to you, the new “Friends and Fat 

Swallers” CD – in celebration of our Twenty-fifth Anniversary! 

 

The team that managed this CD to completion has been both cheery and skilled. The NCTJS Board 

Thanks them with the deepest gratitude. 

 

We’ll start with the producer, Len Kellogg, who carefully and artistically selected a good balance of 

Traditional Jazz favorites for the new CD. 

 

Can you believe Len, our fearless Traditional Jazz leader, learned to play the trombone at age ten, 

modeling his music after Glenn Miller and Tommy Dorsey?  But new inspiration came once he heard the 

playing of Jack Teagarden, jazz trombonist, with his style of Dixieland.   Len has been a music instructor 

for thirty-six years, and counting, in Sheridan (Colorado) and Thompson (Loveland) School Districts, 

and always private lessons along the way.  The private lessons are for all ages, in person and online.  As 

a sideline, if you’re looking for a special part for a classic car, Len is the one to see!   

 

Len’s wife, Kathleen, has a background in graphic art work, with the skills to “get me out of a jam.”  

She has been a big support to Len’s music and the creation of PRI CDs by translating Len’s creative 

ideas into something “that works.”   Thank you, Kathleen!  With you by his side, Len can carry on with 

his sense of sly humor, his knowledge of Jazz history, organizing the PRI, and providing lively music 

from his “giant paper clip.” 
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After choices of songs are made (especially for you!), the rehearsing takes place, then the recording and 

editing are begun by Dave Green.   Dave Green is “masterful” at mastering a CD into perfect tones.  

And this is just a hobby!  He became fascinated with recording music while a teenager, watching the 

reels of recording tape capturing music and then replaying the tape to hear that music!  Dave has seen the 

broad scope of transition from those reels to multi-track digital recordings. He has been recording and 

mastering CDs for the Poudre River Irregulars for ten years.  His favorite part (beside mastering the 

songs) is getting to know the musicians and having fun with the band. 

 

You may have heard of Dave in the Ft Collins Wind Symphony, the Greeley Chamber Orchestra, or in 

the Just- For-Kicks-Big-Band-Jazz group.  During this pandemic he has created many video recordings 

and services for his church in Loveland. 

 

While the recordings have begun, Julian Kateley is busy searching out each song that has been chosen.  

Any songs used that are 1925 or earlier, are free through public domain. Songs from 1926 and on must 

have license permission. Julian gives us a monetary figure per minute, per song, per quantity of CDs 

produced, that we must pay to use that song on the CD -  and then sell the CD to YOU!  We hope you 

enjoy every musical minute!  

 

Julian has volunteered his music licensing service for several of the past CDs from the PRI.  He says he 

“enjoys it immensely!” Julian has a background of piano performance with dance bands in Michigan.  

He’s a music lover and truly appreciates Traditional Jazz because, he says “It is one of the ONLY TWO 

purely American art forms - Traditional Jazz and Quilt Making.”  Julian believes the Poudre River 

Irregulars are very good, with a heavy emphasis on very!  He believes that Traditional Jazz must be 

preserved, and it is only preserved by producing CDs.  Buy those CDs and treasure them! 

 

You can only imagine the details of putting all of this together.  Ted Turner, a founding musician of the 

PRI, has been the product manager of this new CD, overseeing and pulling together the details. Product 

managing experience comes from his years of work at HP in Loveland. Some surprises in this task were 

trying to secure high resolution photos of the band, and the new demands of listing copyright credits for 

each song.   (Any photographer out there to volunteer getting high resolution photos?)   

 

Ted played banjo on the PRI CDs in 1998 & 2002.  His musical background varies from Up With People, 

playing in a band in Viet Nam, in Gold Lake, CO, at Your Father’s Mustache, in Greenwich Village, and 

more…  When asked about his favorite music, he says he’s a folk singer masquerading in Mardi Gras 

beads. 

 

So, who does the final layout, double-checking the songs, the photos, the thank-yous, the info in the liner 

notes?  None other than our own Rory Thomas, skilled at playing the banjo in the band and also skilled 

with graphic design.    Rory has been plucking those banjo strings since he was ten years old.  A Junior 

High in Lakewood was lucky to have Rory in their stage band.  He’s played with Black Swan Classic 

Jazz in Portland, Oregon, and with Summit Hot Seven, which was the Alan Frederickson Jazz Ensemble. 

 

Ted makes sure that Rory has everything and then Rory begins the lay-out, the imposition (pre-press 

process) and the typesetting.  Although Rory has worked with other bands to do graphic design on their 

CDs, this is the first one he’s done for NoCOJazz and the PRI.  He appreciates the straight-forward way 
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that he received the content to complete his work.  He gives great compliments to the other musicians in 

PRI.  Way to go, Team! 

 

Last, but not least, a huge Thank You to Rob Osborne and Avogadro’s Number!  We could be 

homeless without Avo’s, since 1996.  Rob has a penchant for Dixieland and Ragtime music, having 

grown up with the masterful ragtime piano played by his father.  When Rob was approached by the PRI 

to practice and play at Avo’s, an instant connection was made for a friendly fit.  Rob remembers kindly 

the farewell party for Bob Cooke, the side conversation about who might take over the PRI (Len 

Kellogg! - both agreed), and Bob’s return visit to play again after five years.   Now, how he says it’s an 

honor working with Len, the PRI, and “a great clientele.” 

 

Avo’s has a new sound board that is exemplary.  Each musician has their own channel that can be 

adjusted for proper sound.   With the exception of one, all songs on this CD were recorded live at Avo’s. 

 

We’re eager to help Avo’s survive this pandemic, eager to provide happy music for our patrons, and 

highly recommend the Avo’s take-home meals – until we can gather inside in the performance area!  So, 

order your take-home, grab your beer or wine, buy a “Friends and Fat Swallers” CD, sit back for 

Poudre River Irregulars and enjoy their happy music just for you! 

 

Based on these interviews, you can see how involved the CD production process is, and be 

assured that all the people involved do their jobs from a perspective of enjoyment and the 

mission of our Jazz Society to promote live traditional jazz performances in Northern Colorado 

and to encourage young musicians to play this style of jazz.  We want to acknowledge the 

important contributions made by all those mentioned in this article and express to them our 

sincere thanks for all their effort provided to make our newest CD and our jazz society a 

success.   Thank you very much. 

 

If you see any of these contributors at Avo’s or elsewhere during performances of the Poudre 

River Irregulars, please give them a big thanks.  

  

The new CD is now completed and available for sale on our website and at our Avo’s gigs.  We 

hope you will find it interesting and satisfying as you hear the great tunes that Len, the band and 

the CD production team have prepared for you. 

  

NoCOTradJazz Board of Directors 

*************************************************  
 

SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE: 

 

For Facebook:  When you’re logged in to Facebook, search for “Poudre River Irregulars Jazz”.  Please 

“like” our page and “share” the page to your contacts.  Your “like” and “share” are very important to 

spread the word of our Northern Colorado exuberant jazz! Your help is appreciated! 
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Our Google page:  On your device (cell phone, ipad or tablet) you can google the band by using “Poudre 

river irregulars jazz band” in the search box.  You’ll see that you can click to the new website home 

page, to Facebook posts by us and to Facebook posts by Avogadro’s, KRFC, Denver Jazz Club, and 

more. 

  

 

First Friday at Avo’s 

We are back in business on the First Friday of                                
 every month at 2 to 4pm. 
Upcoming dates:  May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd. 
Avo's is located at 605 S. Mason, Fort Collins, (970) 
493-5555. 

              Hot Jazz with the 
Poudre River Irregulars Jazz Band 
                  As heard on KUVO radio 

Advance Table Reservations Required at:  
https://www.avogadros.com/ 

Become a Jazz Society member today go to www.prijb.com 

 

BRING SOMEONE NEW TO OUR LIVE JAZZ EVENTS!! 

   

OUR 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
FIRST-FRIDAY-AT-AVO'S; AUGUST 6th, 2pm to 4pm. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 

FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT ON JUNE 12th. 

Donations Accepted 
The Poudre River Irregulars will play on 

June 12th; 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

at the Hammond Amphitheater in Loveland 

 
 

https://www.avogadros.com/
http://www.prijb.com/

